
 

Climate change, noncommunicable diseases, and development: The
relationships and common policy opportunities

   
   
   
Abstract:

The rapid growth in noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), including injury and poor mental health, in low- and
middle-income countries and the widening social gradients in NCDs within most countries worldwide pose
major challenges to health and social systems and to development more generally. As Earth's surface
temperature rises, a consequence of human-induced climate change, incidences of severe heat waves,
droughts, storms, and floods will increase and become more severe. These changes will bring heightened
risks to human survival and will likely exacerbate the incidence of some NCDs, including cardiovascular
disease, some cancers, respiratory health, mental disorders, injuries, and malnutrition. These two great and
urgent contemporary human challenges-to improve global health, especially the control of NCDs, and to
protect people from the effects of climate change-would benefit from alignment of their policy agendas,
offering synergistic opportunities to improve population and planetary health. Well-designed climate change
policy can reduce the incidence of major NCDs in local populations.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-071910-140612   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Solar Radiation, Temperature

Air Pollution: Allergens, Ozone

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Wildfires, Other Extreme Event

Author(s): Friel S, Bowen K, Campbell-Lendrum D, Frumkin H, McMichael AJ, Rasanathan
K

Year: 2011
Journal: Annual Review of Public Health. 32: 133-147
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Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Wildfires, Other Extreme Event

Extreme Weather Event (other): Storms

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Food Access/Distribution

Temperature: Extreme Heat

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Rural, Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Cancer, Injury, Malnutrition/Undernutrition, Mental Health/Stress, Respiratory Effect

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Other Mental Disorder

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  
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capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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